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Brazil Confiscates Abortion Pills From Pregnant
Women Exposed To Zika

BY ALEX ZIELINSKI % MAR 28,2016 11:14 AM

In this Feb. 12, 2016 photo a baby born with microcephaly is examined by a neurologist in Campina Grande in Paraiba state, Brazil.

“| contacted Zika four days ago. | just found out I'm about six weeks pregnant. | have a son | love
dearly. I love children. But | don't believe it is a wise decision to keep a baby who will suffer. | need
an abortion. | don't know who to turn to. Please help me ASAP.”

This plea comes from one of the 20,000 emails sent by Latin American women to Women on Web,
the international abortion advocacy organization that's been sending free abortion pills to
Venezuela, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and other Zika-infected countries where abortion is illegal or

nearly impossible to access. At least, until recently.

Women on Web discovered that officials have confiscated almost all of the pills shipped to Brazil,
where more than 4,000 women have given birth to babies born with shrunken skulls — a condition
linked to the Zika virus. Forced to stop all further shipments to the country, staff are struggling to
find other ways to get the medication to concerned women.

“It's not fair to tell women they are going to get a package, and it will not arrive to them,” Leticia
Zenevich, a spokesperson for Women on Web, told the Los Angeles Times.
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(which rarely work) or cheap, unsafe illegal abortions.

“We have a situation here in Brazil in which women are having clandestine abortions, and in which
women are dying,” Sonia Coelho, a spokesperson for the National Campaign for the Legalization of
Abortion, told the Los Angeles Times. “This brings consequences ... principally for poorer women
and black women, who lack the means to have an abortion in a safer place.”

Drug confiscation isn't the only new barrier the country has built to deny a woman'’s access to a
safe abortion during the Zika crisis.

In Brazil, a woman who undergoes an illegal abortion can currently be stuck with one to three
years' imprisonment. A new bill, however, is aiming to increase sentencing minimums to four-and-
a-half years if a court finds a woman'’s abortion based on fetal brain damage like microcephaly, the
fetal skull symptom linked to Zika.

Women on Web, which will keep shipping pills to other countries in need, has continued to receive
panicked letters from women in Brazil.

“Here in my town there’s nothing else to do,” wrote a woman whose medication was confiscated
twice by the government. “It's either your service or nothing.”

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/ 2/5


http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-global-abortion-drugs-20160327-story.html
http://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/02/23/3752371/brazil-tightens-abortion-laws-zika/

3/29/2016 Brazil Confiscates Abortion Pills From Pregnant Women Exposed To Zika | ThinkProgress

Sponsored Links by Taboola

Unbelievable transformation! Cute Child Star to Ugly Adult

AllThingsCeleb.com

Amerikanen boos: miljoenen aan loterijgelden uitgekeerd aan buitenlanders

theLotter.com

Wall Street Furious Over New Trading Algorithm

Legitimate Way to Earn Money Online in 2015

The Most Exciting MMORPG You've Ever Played. Don't miss this!

Sparta Online Game

15 Athletes On Instagram You'll Go Crazy Over

The Sports Lane

15 Best Fruits For Fast Weight Loss

HealthMindBodies

15 Surprising Rules For Disneyland Employees

Viral Heroes

15 Most INSANE Pictures Of The Amazon

TravelTips4Life

Advertisement

>
Discover Sports
& Entertainment

& Competitive prices
[ Huge selection of

guality goods

Alibaba.com’
~ Global irade starts here” Start Now

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/ 3/5


http://thinkprogress.org/advertise/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvCrt72-XG_vF4kv9BrX6gXe1wY4hwL0eqggO0ZfTZ-hSqciw67uETihIDjyEHYXBSmn76dcyzC82hOCXnArT47w4MAtVrFs5RkjfLdMZiBxJIKmSmRl8-0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCQcOZeeZuza&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bid.g.doubleclick.net/xbbe/creative/click%3Fd%3DAPEucNXWT-D-ERXj2xHtIHU7ThYOsRS424I6IXuUfIZ-V3vQYw4HvMWFSre1I5zJkV9vS-X2MK5M04r2ImPo9zxA-36yKCcUbr3Oym4Xhb-m7VsOpp_odO0%26r1%3Dhttp://offer.alibaba.com/catalogs/products/CID100005431%253Fsrc%253Dcpm_dbm%2526advertiser%253Dalibaba%2526insertion_order_id%253D1625601%2526lnm%253D2880697%2526crea%253D6323526%2526xbid_auction_id%253DABAjH0iInOL45KglQ_WeY1BND6jN%2526xbid_exchange_id%253D8%2526xbid_url%253Dhttps://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=thinkprogress&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_autosized-generated-2r-bmc_grid-3x2:bmc:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=thinkprogress&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_autosized-generated-2r-bmc_grid-3x2:bmc:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=thinkprogress&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_autosized-generated-2r-bmc_grid-3x2:bmc:

3/29/2016 Brazil Confiscates Abortion Pills From Pregnant Women Exposed To Zika | ThinkProgress

As NFL Continues To Downplay Concussion Concerns, Roger
Goodell Gets Safety Award

Donald Trump’s Wisconsin Charm Offensive Didn’t Go So Well

States Suing The Obama Administration Over Immigration
Policies Have Much To Lose If...

U.S. Capitol Police Shoot Suspect Who Allegedly Pulled A Gun

Millions Of Americans Are Living In Areas That Are At Risk From
Human-Caused Earthquakes

Learn more Powered by for you
Advertisement

>

Discover Sports
& Entertainment

& Competitive prices
[ Huge selection of

guality goods

Alibaba.com

" Global irade staris here™

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/ 4/5


https://yahoo.com/
http://thinkprogress.org/sports/2016/03/28/3764123/roger-goodell-safety-award/
http://thinkprogress.org/sports/2016/03/28/3764123/roger-goodell-safety-award/
http://thinkprogress.org/default/2016/03/28/3764178/
http://thinkprogress.org/default/2016/03/28/3764178/
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2016/03/28/3763972/us-v-texas-states-lose/
http://thinkprogress.org/immigration/2016/03/28/3763972/us-v-texas-states-lose/
http://thinkprogress.org/default/2016/03/28/3764105/us-capitol-lockdown-security-threat-shooter/
http://thinkprogress.org/default/2016/03/28/3764105/us-capitol-lockdown-security-threat-shooter/
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2016/03/28/3763910/usgs-maps-earthquake-risk-fracking/
http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2016/03/28/3763910/usgs-maps-earthquake-risk-fracking/
http://thinkprogress.org/advertise/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuHejYEmZxEzcnNznxzIZCV6rh4vxNOpaGf2HolHsacTqMIilt70qVX6fqybOQDXOrRVyBu-gD_jVZd6H3nsoD-xzmH9wpi9cOd8vgcLnsnaFTLOmwlnm_R&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPYv8N45jy4b&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bid.g.doubleclick.net/xbbe/creative/click%3Fd%3DAPEucNUifIAaUoVmLFhBtsslo3bg3gMwGpaGntcZlWqMwTzJepNSXc6hJ4Fe7rhQfXfxLcjM7he_Tl2xtZYhRDrm-k0j67RW53cLx9fyX4fw0ikdmFKKFfE%26r1%3Dhttp://offer.alibaba.com/catalogs/products/CID100005431%253Fsrc%253Dcpm_dbm%2526advertiser%253Dalibaba%2526insertion_order_id%253D1625601%2526lnm%253D2880697%2526crea%253D6323526%2526xbid_auction_id%253DABAjH0jLRjeJUSPDAFGFTpYqzbkg%2526xbid_exchange_id%253D8%2526xbid_url%253Dhttps://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/
http://thinkprogress.org/advertise/

3/29/2016 Brazil Confiscates Abortion Pills From Pregnant Women Exposed To Zika | ThinkProgress
Advertisement

>

Discover Sports
& Entertainment

& Competitive prices
& Huge selection of

guality goods

Alibaba.com
~ Global rade starts here™ Start Now

Proerass

Center for American Progress Action Fund

E—

http://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/ 5/5


http://thinkprogress.org/
mailto:tips@thinkprogress.org
http://thinkprogress.org/about/
http://thinkprogress.org/contact/
http://thinkprogress.org/terms/
https://www.americanprogressaction.org/about/c4-privacy-policy/
http://thinkprogress.org/state-notices/
http://thinkprogress.org/reuse-policy/
http://thinkprogress.org/rss-feeds/
http://thinkprogress.org/advertise/
https://ssl1.americanprogress.org/o/507/p/salsa/donation/common/public/?donate_page_KEY=2072
http://thinkprogress.org/careers/
http://thinkprogress.org/advertise/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuvMc9kE-OOAhWnHAaAwhbwx0_AJ4V7Bczy45JWms4u2Q6mlHxWhkDJxHCLL4e5dTxqO2dcGvIWRNvUW_FxtjcaBcxgxRYRAwcQo_9Yhiy9isoWk75dJWR0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzI72GhDgNa8z&urlfix=1&adurl=https://bid.g.doubleclick.net/xbbe/creative/click%3Fd%3DAPEucNVuyVGKN9i1Jv8zSQ6feZyVKazlH0LMY_-Md5Mmfb74SSXyZ8gxYWv_Htl2ccxQqWE86s1yp_ITEOTK3px4nV-0pakOMDorFOlgBpeyXblviqkTxIQ%26r1%3Dhttp://offer.alibaba.com/catalogs/products/CID100005431%253Fsrc%253Dcpm_dbm%2526advertiser%253Dalibaba%2526insertion_order_id%253D1625601%2526lnm%253D2880697%2526crea%253D6323526%2526xbid_auction_id%253DABAjH0gCgEv5ISuBEGOCDCeKQkAV%2526xbid_exchange_id%253D8%2526xbid_url%253Dhttps://thinkprogress.org/health/2016/03/28/3763898/brazil-abortion-pill-confiscated-zika/

