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A'REVOLUTION, OR AN EVOLUTION? POPE FRANCIS OK'S THE USE OF CONTRACEPTIVES

At a press conference aboard the papal plane, Pope Francis suggested that it is okay for women to use contraceptives in a bid to curb
the spread of the Zika virus. He said this while strongly rejecting abortion as a method of slowing the spread of the Zika virus in south
and central America, where hundreds of children are being born with microcephaly, a defect where a baby is born with a smaller

cranium resulting in mental disability, paralysis and a lower life expectancy.

As the virus sweeps through Latin America, a state of emergency has been declared in some countries, like Brazil, where women have
been advised not to get pregnant for at least the next two years, a very unrealistic situation. Latin America is predominantly Roman

Catholic with highly restrictive laws against abortion.

The Catholic Church has a long history of definitive teachings against abortion and contraception and so the women of Latin
America are left with no choice; no contraceptives to prevent getting pregnant and no abortion to remove unwanted pregnancies.

However, the Pope’s recent statement suggests a ray of hope for these women.

He called abortion an absolute evil, “It is to kill someone in order to save another. This is what the Mafia does,” the Pope said
regarding abortion. “On the other hand, avoiding pregnancy is not an absolute evil.” To back up his stance, the pope cited a decision
made by by Pope Paul VI in the 60s to allow nuns in the Belgian Congo take contraceptives to avoid pregnancy due to rape.

According to him, taking contraceptives under such circumstances “is not an absolute evil.”

“Let’s not confuse the evil of ‘simply” avoiding a pregnancy with abortion,” Francis said. “Abortion is not a theological problem, it’s a

human, medical problem...a person is murdered to save another one, in the best of cases. In others, just to have fun.”

While the pope completely ruled out abortion for already pregnant women in Zika affected countries, it appears he has given room
for the use of contraceptives as an option to manage the situation. The statement of the Pope is bound to stir a lot of controversy;
church conservatives will see this as a betrayal as it goes against the fundamental belief and teachings of the Catholic Church on birth

control.

Catholic catechism states that, aside from natural family planning, where women monitor their body to avoid having sex with their

partners at fertile periods, anything that works to deliberately violate God’s design of procreation is intrinsically evil. This stance is
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basically founded on what is deemed the “natural law”, where, according to Catholic catechism, the purpose of sex is procreation and

not pleasure.

The World Health Organization already called for access to emergency contraception and counselling for women in south and
central America who have had unprotected sex and would like to prevent conception due to concerns of the Zika virus. A Dutch

NGO, Women on Web, is also offering free abortion consultations to women infected with the virus.

Ventures Africa wiil® SOUNDCLOUD
Beyond The Headlines: Truworth, African nepotism, Pope and the Zika virus

Cookie policy

Hadassah Egbedi
February 19, 2016

http://vnt.rs/furpn

GET INSURANCE FOR YOUR VEHICLE

A

Vehicle type ¥ | Insurance plan Estimate value [ GET QUOTES NOW

ELSEWHERE ON VENTURES

BUSINESS
3 major highlights of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) report for 2015

Another nationwide fuel scarcity is looming. Here is why:
Sterling and Wilson show Africa the way out of its energy predicament

South African Truworth pulls out of Nigeria: Here’s the real reason why they left

POLICY

Is Egypt “ruled by a bunch of lunatics?”: Cairo court sentences 4-year old child to life imprisonment
Here is what you didn’t know about Tolu Ogunlesi, President Buhari’s new appointee
How Facebook is working to create online safety for African women

Is Egypt about to have a Khalid Saeed relapse?

http://venturesafrica.com/a-revolution-or-an-evolution-pope-oks-the-use-of-contraceptives/ 2/4


http://venturesafrica.com/author/hadassah/
http://www.womenonweb.org/en/page/521/about-women-on-web
http://venturesafrica.com/why-the-free-online-abortion-aid-to-pregnant-women-with-zika-virus-is-genius/
http://venturesafrica.com/author/hadassah/
http://topcheck.com.ng/car-insurance-search
https://soundcloud.com/venturesafrica/beyond-the-headlines-truworth-african-nepotism-pope-and-the-zika-virus
https://soundcloud.com/venturesafrica
https://soundcloud.com/venturesafrica/beyond-the-headlines-truworth-african-nepotism-pope-and-the-zika-virus
https://soundcloud.com/venturesafrica/beyond-the-headlines-truworth-african-nepotism-pope-and-the-zika-virus
https://soundcloud.com/pages/cookies
http://topcheck.com.ng/car-insurance-search
http://venturesafrica.com/category/business/
http://venturesafrica.com/4-major-highlights-of-the-nnpc-2015-report/
http://venturesafrica.com/another-nationwide-fuel-scarcity-is-looming-here-is-why/
http://venturesafrica.com/sterling-and-wilson-show-africa-the-way-out-of-its-energy-predicament/
http://venturesafrica.com/south-african-truworth-pulls-out-of-nigeria-here-is-why/
http://venturesafrica.com/category/policy/
http://venturesafrica.com/is-egypt-ruled-by-a-bunch-of-lunatics-cairo-court-sentences-4-year-old-child-to-life-imprisonment/
http://venturesafrica.com/here-is-what-you-didnt-know-about-tolu-ogunlesi-president-buharis-newly-appointed-special-assistant-on-digital-new-media/
http://venturesafrica.com/how-facebook-is-working-to-create-online-safety-for-african-women/
http://venturesafrica.com/is-egypt-about-to-have-a-khalid-saeed-relapse/

2/19/2016 A revolution, or an evolution? Pope Francis OK’s the use of contraceptives - Ventures Africa

LIFE

“Africa is on the rise”: Angelique Kidjo is paving the way for young African artistes

India sweep triathlon gold medals

Nigeria has a massive, largely overlooked, language crisis

Victorian pregnant woman diagnosed with Zika virus

INNOVATION

Babatope Agbeyo and his original mathematical instruments

Blackberry PRIV launches in Nigeria : Here are 10 unique features of the device
Here is why the BlackBerry operating system may soon be history!

Physicists detect gravitational waves from violent black-hole merger

SUBMITPR  ABOUTVENTURES CAREERS ~ADVERTISING CONTACT

MAILING LIST EMAIL SUBSCRIBE

© 2015 VENTURES AFRICA. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

TOP STORIES
SHARE

http://venturesafrica.com/a-revolution-or-an-evolution-pope-oks-the-use-of-contraceptives/

3/4


http://venturesafrica.com/category/life/
http://venturesafrica.com/africa-is-on-the-rise-angeligue-kidjo-at-the-grammys/
http://venturesafrica.com/story/india-sweep-triathlon-gold-medals/
http://venturesafrica.com/features/nigeria-has-a-massive-largely-overlooked-language-crisis/
http://venturesafrica.com/story/victorian-pregnant-woman-diagnosed-with-zika-virus/
http://venturesafrica.com/category/innovation/
http://venturesafrica.com/story/babatope-agbeyo-and-his-original-mathematical-instruments/
http://venturesafrica.com/blackberry-priv-launches-in-nigeria-today-here-are-10-unique-features-of-the-phone/
http://venturesafrica.com/story/here-is-why-the-blackberry-operating-system-may-soon-be-history/
http://venturesafrica.com/story/physicists-detect-gravitational-waves-from-violent-black-hole-merger/
http://venturesafrica.com/submit-press-release/
http://venturesafrica.com/about/
http://venturesafrica.com/careers/
http://venturesafrica.com/advertising/
http://venturesafrica.com/contact/
https://twitter.com/VenturesAfrica
https://plus.google.com/+Ventures-africa
http://www.linkedin.com/company/2552019
https://www.facebook.com/VenturesAfrica
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ventures-africa-magazine/id696538208?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.snapplify.venturesafrica

2/19/2016 A revolution, or an evolution? Pope Francis OK’s the use of contraceptives - Ventures Africa

&l |INNOVATION

LIFE

http://venturesafrica.com/a-revolution-or-an-evolution-pope-oks-the-use-of-contraceptives/ 4/4


http://venturesafrica.com/interview-at-legal-forms-convenience-is-our-watchword-sadiq-okocha/
http://venturesafrica.com/a-revolution-or-an-evolution-pope-oks-the-use-of-contraceptives/
http://venturesafrica.com/another-nationwide-fuel-scarcity-is-looming-here-is-why/
http://venturesafrica.com/here-is-what-you-didnt-know-about-tolu-ogunlesi-president-buharis-newly-appointed-special-assistant-on-digital-new-media/

