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A “staggering” number of women in Britain are illegally seeking abortion pills Advertisement
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online to terminate an unwanted pregnancy, a new study has revealed.

The findings give “unprecedented insight” into the the reasons a growing
i ) " . His Neighbors Were Outraged at First.
number of women are doina so. accordina to the British Preanancy Advisory e S

" This Is Why A ‘Staggering’ Number Of Women In Britain Are Seeki...

I ne research revealed more than 500 women In Britain had contacted Happy Dieter
Women On Web, a non-profit organisation that delivers abortion pills to
women in countries where “access to safe abortion is restricted”, between

22 November 2016 and 22 March 2017.

TRENDING
Clare Murphy, Director of External Affairs at the BPAS said: “The numbers of
women in Britain seeking abortion pills online documented in this study are :(Sn.g";g‘lf;g'r“g After Pill Safe? What We

quite staggering, particularly given that it covers just one service over a four
month period.”
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The growing interest in purchasing online abortion pills in the UK was
revealed earlier this year, when government figures revealed an increasing

number being seized en route to addresses in England, Wales and Scotland.
In 2016, 375 doses were intercepted, compared with five in 2013.

The pills allow women to self-induce an early medical abortion. This is
suitable for women up to ten weeks into their pregnancy and involves taking
two drugs, mifepristone and misoprostol.

In the UK, abortions require medical approval from two registered
practitioners. Both mifepristone and misoprostol must be administered at a
registered clinic, with a recommended 24-48 hours in between. The second,
misoprostol, cannot be taken at home.

Women accessing abortion pills online are therefore doing so illegally and
risk life imprisonment under The Offences Against the Person Act 1861.
Under the same act, anyone supplying could be jailed for up to three years.

The founder of Women on Web, Dr. Rebecca Gomperts previously told The
Independent: “We never break the law. People are allowed to import
medicine for their use - that is how it works. It is sent with a prescription from
one of our doctors. But of course, the law is not static. We push the

interpretation of laws and put them in a human rights framework.”
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related to difficulty accessing in-clinic abortion care. These issues include
delays in service, getting time off work, childcare restraints and distance to
abortion services - one woman, based in England, reported being 100 miles

from her nearest clinic.

Lisa*, who is 25 years old explained: “Unfortunately, my local area is
somewhat out of the way. | do not drive and cannot afford the public
transport to attend the 3-4 appointments that they require to complete the
abortion. | also have a young child at home who requires a lot of attention

due to being premature.

“I’m really desperate and I’'ve been told there is a three week wait, I’'m really
distressed and | just want the procedure over and done with.”

Women who are ineligible for free, non-emergency NHS services faced the
additional issue of not being able to afford abortion care. These women
tended to be either undocumented immigrants or have been admitted under
a visa program. The minimum cost of an abortion would be approximately
£545.

Leila*, who is 22 years old and living in England explained: “I completely lack
the money for services and | am not a resident of UK. | am completely alone
and really need help.”

Almost one third (30%) of reasons for seeking abortion outside the formal
health care setting were due to concerns about privacy and confidentiality -
often linked to perceived or experienced stigma - and preferences for at-
home abortion.

Olivia*, a 30-year-old woman living in England said: “I have had one medical
abortion six years ago and | didn’t like the fact | had to stay in hospital where
| wasn’t at all comfortable. | would much rather be in my own home with my
partner there to support me.”
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Study author Abigail Aiken told HuffPost UK that allowing women to access
abortion pills in their own homes is necessary and she urges health services
to take note.

“We tend to think of Britain as a place where abortion is easily available, but
for a woman who can’t leave her house because of a controlling partner, or a
woman who cannot get to a clinic, even one that’s close by, because she has
no-one to cover childcare or she cannot afford transport, abortion services

are as good as unavailable.

“Most importantly, this inequity in access in something that can be fixed
through woman-centered solutions such as telemedicine provision of early
medication abortion. The women in our study have already identified such a
service as an option that is accessible and acceptable. Now the medical and

health policy communities have to listen to them.”
BPAS are using the findings to call for an “overhaul of our abortion laws”.

“It really underlines the need for a thorough overhaul of our abortion laws so
that no woman faces clinically unnecessary obstacles in accessing care. It
also concerns us deeply that women using pills bought online are at risk of
life in prison if caught.

“Ultimately if we do not think that a woman who turns to online pills to end
her own pregnancy should go to prison, we should no longer accept a law
that says she should. As we prepare to mark the 50th anniversary of the
1967 Abortion Act next month, it’s high time to create a framework that
meets the needs of women today, respects their ability to make their own
decisions about their own pregnancies, and provides them with accessible
high quality healthcare services to exercise that choice.”

A Department Of Health spokesperson told HuffPost UK: “All women who
require abortion services should have access to high quality and safe care.

“It is a widely available procedure that is safe and regulated, with around
180,000 women accessing abortions a year. All abortion providers must have
protocols in place for helping vulnerable groups.

“In addition to information on NHS Choices, there are also helplines set up to
provide advice.”

*Names have been changed to protect identities

More: Health Women NHS Women’s Health Abortion

Suggest a correction

Advertisement

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/staggering-number-of-women-s...bortion-pills-online-in-great-britain_uk_59c23ffce4b087fdf5094748 Page 4 of 6


javascript:void(0)
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/health/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/women/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/nhs/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/womens-health/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/news/abortion/

This Is Why A 'Staggering' Number Of Women In Britain Are Seeking Abortion Pills Illegally | HuffPost UK 21/09/17 10:40

by Gravity

Rediscover Full Fitness Getting Back On Track  How parents can regain
After Giving Birth With Fitness Is Easier fitness
Than You Think

Sponsored Links by Taboola

This game will keep you up all night!

Vikings: Free Online Game

Photos That Show You Just How Crazy Woodstock Really Was
Retiringtipstoday

21 Runways Which are Totally Unique
Fropky

That's How You Find Super Cheap Flights!

Save70.com

Comments

WHAT’S HOT

POLITICS POLITICS LIFESTYLE

Tory Benefit Reform ‘Seriously ~ Corbyn Urged By Activists To Is Boris Johnson Next? 7 Times  Victoria Derbyshire On How
Undermining’ Fight Against Back EU Migration After Brexit ~ Cabinet Minsters Resigned In A Her Breast Cancer Video Diary
Homelessness, Say Councils Huff Gave Her ‘A Sense Of Purpose’

POLITICS ENTERTAINMENT POLITICS

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/staggering-number-of-women-s...bortion-pills-online-in-great-britain_uk_59c23ffce4b087fdf5094748 Page 5 of 6


http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/benefits-reform-homelessness_uk_59c26726e4b087fdf50970d8
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/corbyn-urged-to-back-free-movement-as-new-report-warns-of-super-exploitation_uk_59c2dc0ce4b06f93538c4391
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/boris-johnson-resign-cabinet-ministers_uk_59c256d3e4b087fdf5095bb6
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/victoria-derbyshire-interview-advice-for-women_uk_59c2817fe4b087fdf5098c58
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/staggering-number-of-women-seeking-abortion-pills-online-in-great-britain_uk_59c23ffce4b087fdf5094748
http://gravity.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/rediscover-full-fitness-after-giving-birth_uk_570f6a0be4b0b84e2e71d6c2
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/rediscover-full-fitness-after-giving-birth_uk_570f6a0be4b0b84e2e71d6c2
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/fitness-recovery-alan-stokes-surfing_uk_572212e0e4b0a1e971cb2b9c
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/fitness-recovery-alan-stokes-surfing_uk_572212e0e4b0a1e971cb2b9c
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/fitness-for-parents_uk_573b21b8e4b0f0f53e36c800
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/fitness-for-parents_uk_573b21b8e4b0f0f53e36c800
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://plarium.com/play/en/vikings/005_village_anim_g?publisherID=51805227&placement=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&plid=101525&pxl=taboola_fr
http://www.retiringtipstoday.com/rare-pictures-that-capture-the-true-spirit-of-woodstock/?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=rtt_woodstock_prem_d_01&utm_medium=rtt_woodstock_prem_d_01&utm_term=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_content=Photos+That+Show+You+Just+How+Crazy+Woodstock+Really+Was
https://www.fropky.com/scenic-airport-runways-vt59618.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Runways&utm_term=aol-huffingtonpost-uk&utm_content=41856231
http://www.save70.com/?utm_source=clicktraffic_whitelist_flights&utm_medium=aol-huffingtonpost-uk
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/benefits-reform-homelessness_uk_59c26726e4b087fdf50970d8
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/corbyn-urged-to-back-free-movement-as-new-report-warns-of-super-exploitation_uk_59c2dc0ce4b06f93538c4391
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/boris-johnson-resign-cabinet-ministers_uk_59c256d3e4b087fdf5095bb6
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/victoria-derbyshire-interview-advice-for-women_uk_59c2817fe4b087fdf5098c58
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/probation-37m-gyimah-burgon_uk_59bfa331e4b02da0e143463b
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/strictly-come-dancing-len-goodman-partners-in-rhyme-bumped_uk_59c35368e4b0c90504fb7aed
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/maria-miller-sexual-harassment_uk_59c26c77e4b087fdf5097640
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/the-waugh-zone-thursday-september-21-2017_uk_59c36c40e4b06f93538c7b54

This Is Why A 'Staggering' Number Of Women In Britain Are Seeking Abortion Pills Illegally | HuffPost UK 21/09/17 10:40

Probation Companies Handed  ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ Bumps Government Must Do More To  The Waugh Zone Thursday

Cash Windfall Despite Former Judge Len Goodman’s  Tackle Sexual Harassment Of September 21, 2017
Explosion In Reoffending New Show From The BBC Girls, Demands Maria Miller
Schedule
CONVERSATIONS
0 Comments Sort by = Oldest

g
ﬁ Add a comment...

Facebook Comments plug-in

Advertise RSS Careers FAQ
User Agreement Privacy Comment Policy About Us About Our Ads Contact Us Archive

©2017 Oath Inc. All rights reserved.
Part of HuffPost « HPMG News

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/staggering-number-of-women-s...bortion-pills-online-in-great-britain_uk_59c23ffce4b087fdf5094748 Page 6 of 6


http://www.advertising.aol.co.uk/#brands
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/syndication/
https://careers.smartrecruiters.com/Aol/huffington-post/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/p/frequently-asked-question.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-terms-of-service.html?tm=false
http://privacy.aol.co.uk/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comment/policy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/p/huffingtonpostcouk-about-us.html
http://adinfo.aol.com/about-our-ads/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/contact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/archive
http://oath.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/probation-37m-gyimah-burgon_uk_59bfa331e4b02da0e143463b
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/strictly-come-dancing-len-goodman-partners-in-rhyme-bumped_uk_59c35368e4b0c90504fb7aed
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/maria-miller-sexual-harassment_uk_59c26c77e4b087fdf5097640
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/the-waugh-zone-thursday-september-21-2017_uk_59c36c40e4b06f93538c7b54
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/probation-37m-gyimah-burgon_uk_59bfa331e4b02da0e143463b
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/strictly-come-dancing-len-goodman-partners-in-rhyme-bumped_uk_59c35368e4b0c90504fb7aed
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/maria-miller-sexual-harassment_uk_59c26c77e4b087fdf5097640
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/the-waugh-zone-thursday-september-21-2017_uk_59c36c40e4b06f93538c7b54
https://www.facebook.com/leticia.zenevich
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2F5oivrH7Newv.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df34ea63fe3d3f66%26domain%3Dwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%252Ff154eead3ca962%26relation%3Dparent.parent&colorscheme=light&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.co.uk%2Fentry%2Fstaggering-number-of-women-seeking-abortion-pills-online-in-great-britain_uk_59c23ffce4b087fdf5094748&locale=en_GB&numposts=10&sdk=joey&skin=light&version=v2.4&width=700#

